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February 15, 2016
To Whom It May Concern,
With a proud heart, I highly recommend Bobby Kerns to be the recipient of the North Carolina Journalist of the Year Award. Bobby’s work as a photojournalist last year and as a photo editor and multimedia journalist this year have catapulted our publications to the next level of scholastic journalism. 
Bobby quickly made a name for himself on staff last year as one of our strongest photographers.  He was consistent in his dependability to capture compelling photos at every field assignment he was given.  His ability to write interesting and informative captions in a timely manner made him one of my favorite students of all time considering this has been a hard quality to find in most of my photo students.
One of my favorite memories of Bobby last year occurred when he realized we were missing middle school softball photos and worked in out, at the inconvenience of his family, to make sure he could travel to an away game for at least 30 minutes to get the photos we needed for that yearbook spread.
This year, Bobby has worked tremendously hard and he’s thrown himself headfirst into the multimedia world of journalism.  First, Bobby agreed to become a photo editor for me and he worked over the summer before school started to get a system set up for a large class of new photojournalists.  On the second day of school, Bobby immediately began work to cover a first for our school, the death of a student, in a meaningful and accurate way for both our online news site and the newspaper.  
Since then, Bobby has continued excelling in photojournalist while adding editorial leadership to his plate, incorporating portrait photography and cutouts to our publications for the first time and creating a series of  posts for his personal vlog and two video series called “HG Answers” and “The Examiner “ to our online news site.
All of this and more is why Bobby was invited to become a member of the Quill and Scroll International Honor Society for High School Journalists at the end of last year. 
It’s important for me to note that Bobby is within the top 5% of our senior class in character, intelligence, dependability, service, leadership, and potential for success.  He is involved heavily in the arts at our school,  where he is currently the principal character, the Lion, in our Spring musical The Wizard of Oz as well as an Honors Choir member who performs out often.  
In addition, his integrity, spiritual life and relationship with Christ impact the student body in positive ways daily; just last week Bobby received the “Best Christian Character” senior superlative  after voting from his peers. 
It is truly an honor to recommend Bobby Kerns for the North Carolina Journalist of the Year Award.  
Brandy Caton
[bookmark: _GoBack]Student Media Adviser
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